) &**  * 


libraft 


c, 

KIRKBURTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

( Pre  -amalgamat  i on  ' ' Ar  3 a)'  ^ 

Medical  Officers  Report  for  the  year  1937° 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen , 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1937 • 
SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  1289 

Estimate  of  resident  population  1937  3H0. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  IO63. 

Rateable  Value  £11,311 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £42 . 2 . 


7d. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  population  is  mostly  engaged  in  the  local  mills  (Textile)  and  a number 
of  people  work  at  mills  in  or  near  Huddersfield.  A good  proportion  of  the 
males,  men  and  boys,  is  engaged  in  coal-mining,  and  a number  in  agriculture. 
Unemployment  - very  low. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR, 


Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  Male 

S .Birth  Living  S .Birth  Living 


Female 

S .Birth  Living 


1 40  - 21  1 19 

- 3 1 : 2 

1 43  - 22  1 21 


Deaths  Total  46,  Male  21,  Famale  25- 

Birth  Rate  Live  Births  = 13.82  Still  Births  = 22.72 


Death  Rate  = 14.79  Adjusted  Death  Rate  = 14.49 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Heading  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar  General’s 

Short  List) 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

No . 30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  1 
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Total 


1 


1 


Death  Rate 


22.72. 
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Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  ago. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  116.20 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  116.20 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  3 

" " Measles j " ) 1 

" " Whooping  Cough  (All  ages)  Nil. 

" " Diarrhoea  (Under  2 yoars)  Nil. 


SECTION  B. 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area* 

I . Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority.- 

1.  (a)  Medical . Part  time  Medical  Officer, 

Dr.  J .a. Stephens,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

(b)  Others . Sanitary  Inspector, 

Mr.  J. A. Kaye,  also  Rating  Officer  and  Rent 

Collector. 

II.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  services  provided  in  the  area  under 
the  following  heads: - 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home. 

(d)  Clinics  and  treatment -centres . 

(e)  Hospitals  - Public  and  Voluntary. 

SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  193 7 . 

Gentlemen, 

I have  again  great  pleasure  in  presenting  the  general  Report  for  the 
year  1937. 

This  year  has  been  a very  noteworthy  year  in  the  history  of  Local 
Government,  especially  from  the  Public  Health  standpoint.  It  has  marked  the 
coming  into  force  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193^,  an  Act  which  is,  as  the  title 
states,  "An  Act  to  consolidate  with  amendments  certain  enactments  relating  to 
Public  Health."  This  Act  will  be  the  means  of  ending  much  chaos  in  districts 
where  the  adopted  Acts  vary  between  neighbouring  areas,  and  its  progress  will 
be  watched  with  considerable  interest. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  district  has  again  been  generally  free  from  Infectious  Disease. 

Only  four  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  being  two  cases  of  Scarlet 
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Fover  and  two  of  Diphtheria.  All  wore  removed  to  Hospital  and  houses 
disinfected  immediately. 

Sewerage  and  Drains. 

No  effective  system  of  sewers  is  yet  made  in  the  out!  ying  districts, 
such  as  Linfit  Lane,  Thorncliffe  etc.  These  places  still  drain  into  open 
ditches  generally. 

A defective  sewer  has  been  repaired  at  Riley. 

The  main  sower  has  been  extended  to  the  now  estate  at  Paddock. 


Water  Supply . 

The  whole  district  is  supplied  by  the  Huddersfield  Corporation  with 
the  exception  of  a very  few  outlying  farms,  and  is  generally  satisfactory. 

Nuisances . 

No  legal  notices  have  had  to  be  served  this  yoar  and  very  few  complaints 
have  been  received.  Those  have  always  been  abated  when  am  interview  with  or 
letter  to  the  person  responsible  has  gone. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

The  district  has  been  freo  from  complaints  regarding  smoke,  and  thus 
can  bo  considered  satisfactory. 


Scavenging . 


supervision  of  the 

This  is  done  by  the  Council,  with  hired  teamers  under  the/ Sanitary 
Inspector.  One  main  tip  is  used  at  Shelley  Lane  with  two  small  ones  at  High- 
wood  Lane  and  Linfit  Lane.  Permission  has  now  been  obtained  to  pipe  the  beck 
at  Shelley  Lane  Tip,  thus  increasing  the  ground  available  for  tipping  and 
making  it  more  suitable  for  controlled  tipping. 


The  main  of  the  refuse  is  from  bins,  of  which  there  are  upwards  of 
650  in  the  area  , and  privies . 


The  bins  are  emptied  fortnightly  and  the  privies  about  monthly. 
Conversions  are  being  carried  out  gradually. 

The  cost  of  scavenging  in  1937  was  about  £378,  which  included  the  cost 
of  laying  pipes  in  the  said  culvert. 

A discouraging  feature  of  the  scavenging  is  the  amount  of  paper  which 
is  present  in  the  dufct  bins.  If  more  of  this  were  burnt  considerable  cost 
could  be  saved. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  only  trade  scheduled  is  that  of  Tripe  Boiler,  of  which  only  one  is 
registered.  The  premises  are  kept  in  fair  condition  but  are  by  no  means  ideal, 
but  no  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen. 

Bakehouses . 

There  are  seven  in  the  district  and  these  have  been  inspected  at 
intervals  and  found  fairly  satisfactory. 


Slaughterhouses  and  Meat. 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area.  A fair  class  of 
meat  is  sold  and  no  trouble  is  experienced  with  regard  to  inspections.  A groat 
asset  to  the  trado  is  the  Butchers'  Indemnity  Fund,  which  eliminates  any  risk 
there  might  be  otherwise.  The  small  quantity  of  diseased  or  unsound  meat 
found  speaks  well  of  the  butchers  in  the  district. 
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Milk  and  Dairies. 


About  180  - 200  cattlo  aro  kopt  on  20  farms  in  the  aroa.  Tho  promises 
aro  kopt  in  good  order  and  tho  cattlo  in  good  condition  and  a good  state  of 
cleanliness . 

There  is,  however,  no  general  provision  of  proper  sterilizers  for 
utensils,  but  tho  dairy  men  make  tho  utmost  use  of  the  conveniences  thoy  havo 
and  are  fairly  satisfactory. 

Tho  cattlo  aro  generally  young  and  kopt  in  good  condition. 

They  are  inspected  at  intorvals  by  tho  County  Veterinary  Officer,  and 
no  complaints  havo  boon  received  as  a rosult  of  those  inspections. 

Housing. 

Much  progress  has  been  mado  in  Housing  mattors  during  the  past  year. 

43  houses  in  8 Clearance  Areas  have  been  condemned  after  Inquiry  by  tho 
Minister  of  Health. 

The  Council  have  built  50  houses  to  replace  those  people  who  were  housed 
in  the  areas.  All  these  are  now  occupied  either  by  people  displaced  above  or 
from  individually  unfit  houses  or  overcrowding,  and  a few  others. 

The  numbor  of  overcrowding  cases  is  now  only  11,  34  of  the  original  46 
having  been  abated  with  one  additional  case. 

There  is  still  a good  demand  for  two  bedroomed  scullory  houses . 

Not  much  activity  has  been  evident  in  the  district  in  house  building 
during  tho  past  year,  only  about  a dozen  houses  being  constructed. 

Factories  and  Workshops . 

One  complaint  has  been  made  by  the  Factory  Inspector  with  reference  to 
a Fire  Escape,  and  this  is  being  remedied. 

Shop  Acts  . No  complaints . 


In  concluding  what  is  probably  my  last  report  as  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
the  old  Kirkburton  U.D.C.  I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  the  Clerk  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  their  kindness  and  never  failing  courtesy  and  help  during  the  time  I havo 
held  office  under  them. 

It  has  been  a pleasure  to  be  an  official  of  the  Council,  and  as  I say, 
I do  appreciate  to  the  full  the  feeling  which  has  been  prevalent  here. 

(Signed)  J. A. Kaye, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


SCHOOLS . 


The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of  the  schools  are 
satisfactory.  Headmasters  of  the  schools  notify  the  M.O.H.  in  casos  of 
children  absent  from  school  during  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease. 
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r’  ■ jECTION  E»  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply  Satisfactory  - Samplos  taken  by  W.R.C .C. Inspector. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  foods  Satisfactory. 

(c)  Adulteration  etc.  Satisfactory.  W.R.C .C. Inspector. 


SECTION  F.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted  Total 

Diseaso  notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

- 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

- 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

18 

2 

1 

Other  diseases  genrally  notifiable 

- 

- 

- 

Typhoid 

1 

1 

- 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

3 

- 

- 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

TUBERCOLOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  193&. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

periods 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

Age 

periods 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Non-respiratory 

M.  F. 

24 

1 

58 

1 

'otal 

1 

1 

The  case  that  died  had  been  notified. 


Yours  faithfully, 

J .A. Stephens,  M.R.C.S., 
Li  .R  . C . P . , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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